Dear Parishioners,

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone
who believes in him may have eternal life.” John 3:14-15

The line quoted above concludes a dialogue that Jesus had with Nicodemus, a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin. This is the
first of three times Nicodemus is mentioned in the Gospel of John. The second time he appears is when he reminds the other mem-
bers of the Sanhedrin that a man must be first heard before he is condemned. The third time was when Jesus was killed and
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes to prepare Jesus’ body for burial.

Jesus was not accepted by most of the Pharisees and within the Sanhedrin. For that reason, Nicodemus was taking a risk by going to
him at night to talk. But Jesus clearly senses faith in the heart of Nicodemus, which is why when Nicodemus asks Jesus about His
teaching, Jesus answers him. Unlike the other Pharisees, Nicodemus was not trying to trap our Lord; he sincerely wanted to
understand.

At the beginning of this dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus, Nicodemus professes the beginning of faith in Jesus when he says,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you are doing unless God is
with him” (John 3:2). Interestingly, Jesus then speaks to Nicodemus in figures of speech, saying that one can only enter the
Kingdom of God when they are “born from above” and “born from water and the Spirit.” Nicodemus tries to understand but fails.
Jesus then gently rebukes him by saying, “You are the teacher of Israel and you do not understand this?”’ (John 3:10). Jesus then
goes on to speak further in symbolic language and figures of speech, concluding with the beginning of today’s Gospel quoted above
when He speaks in a veiled way about His coming crucifixion.

One thing that is important to understand from this dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus is that Jesus’ language is veiled in
symbolic language because, even though Nicodemus was on the right path, he was not yet ready for the full revelation of the
Gospel. He could not yet fully comprehend all that our Lord came to reveal. Thus, Jesus spoke in veiled language and invited
Nicodemus to keep seeking its hidden meaning.

In our own lives, we can come to God and want Him to speak clearly and definitively to us, revealing His perfect will for our lives.
But often He doesn’t. Why? Because God knows we are not yet ready for the full truth. When He speaks to us and when we gain
insight in one way or another, this is good and reveals we are on the right path. But the Gospel, in its fullness, is so radical and so
demanding that most people are not yet ready for the full truth. Therefore, in His compassion, God gives us only what we can
handle at the moment. But this humble truth should encourage us, as it did Nicodemus, to not give up and to continue opening our-
selves to the fullness of the Word of God.

Reflect, today, upon how open you are to the fullness of God’s Word. What would happen if God were to reveal to you, by an
immediate personal revelation of divine knowledge, all that was in His sacred mind? Would it be too much for you to handle? Yes,
it would be. But that humble admission is an important step toward that very goal. Humble yourself, today, more fully before the
mysterious Word of God and pray that you will continue to be changed and open so that the clarity of God’s truth will more fully
penetrate your soul.

My teaching Lord, Your sacred Truth is so deep, so profound and so transforming that it remains too much for me to fully
comprehend and embrace. For that reason, I thank You for the mercy of speaking to me in veiled ways so as to continually draw me
deeper in my faith and knowledge of You. Please continue to open my mind and heart to You so that, one day, I will understand
Your Truth most fully. Jesus, I trust in You.

God Bless,
Fr. Scott
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Knights of Columbus — Support for Life Diaper Drive Knights of Columbus — Save the Dates

The Knights of Columbus wants to thank our friends and fellow

Parishioners for an extremely successful Diaper Drive during The Knights have the following upcoming events

this February’s Support for Life Month. The disposable
diapers, moist wipes, baby clothes, formula, baby toys, and
other baby items that were donated will be brought to Mercy
House, and to Birthright of Bergen County. On behalf of these
babies and their mothers, the Knights thank you for your
generosity.

(more to follow):

March 30 — Professional wrestling at the Knights Hall
(829 Windsor Road, Teaneck). Bring the kids and grandkids
for a fun night. Tickets ($25 each) are available at the door.

Wrestling starts at 7:00
April 20 — Applebee’s pancake breakfast (8:00 to 10:00).
Tickets are $12, and proceeds are used to support the Parish
Youth Groups.
We’re also collecting used eyeglasses. Please drop off old, but
serviceable eyeglasses in the collection box in the Church
Vestibule.
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