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Pilgrimage to Italy

Rome - Assisi - Naples
Padua - Florence
S. Padro Pio Shrine - Tuscany

November 11 to 24, 2024

RESERVE YOUR
PLACE TODAY!

Feast of Corpus Christ:

St. Joseph parishioners precessed with Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament around the neighborhood on Saturday evening, June
1st in celebration of the Feast of Corpus Christi.

Atthe end of the 5:00 Mass, our Lord was placed in the Monstrance.
Fr. Scott then carried Him to four different altars representing the
four corners of the earth. With songs of praise and thanksgiving,
we walked around the block and stopped at the altars decorated
by four of our ministries. At each altar we listened to readings, said
prayers and were blessed with a benediction.

The first altar, draped with a cloth depicting wheat and grapes, was
prepared by the Spanish prayer group at the grotto of the Blessed
Mother. The second stop was up the hill on Fourth Place, and was
prepared with flowers, candles and a hand-made banner by the
Filipino Apostolate. The Youth Ministry set an altar with bread
and wine outside the rectory door in front of the statue dedicated
to the unborn. The last stop was in front of the church where the
Knights of Columbus had prepared an altar with plants, candles
and a white and gold banner. We then continued the procession
into the Church for a solumn Benedition and closing prayers.

It was a wonderful way in which we showed our love for our
neighbors by bringing our Lord and Savior closer to them.

We are grateful to these ministries that set up the beautiful altars
this year, enhancing our worship. All those who participated in the
Procession had a very wonderful and prayerful experience.

Ttalian Treasures

Fr. Scott and fellow pilgrims are looking forward to a trip to Italy
for 13 spiritually uplifting - fun filled days from November 11 to
24, 2024. During the trip we will visit Naples, the Ancient Ruins of
Pompeii, the Shrine of St. Padre Pio, Assisi-the hometown of St.
Francis, Tuscany, Florence, Padua and the Tomb and Basilica of
St. Anthony of Padua. We will end our trip in Rome where we will
visit the Roman Forum, the Colosseum, the tomb of St. Peter, and
the Vatican where we will participate in an audience with the Holy
Father, Pope Francis and many other sites. Please consider going
on this wonderful trip and pilgrimage. For more information about
the trip, please contact Fr. Scott, 201-342-6300.



Spotlight on
Filipino Apostolate

On January 21st, St. Joseph Church celebrated the
Feast of the Santo Nino honoring the child Jesus and
. commemorating the introduction of Christianity to the
= Philippines more than 500 years ago. W

At the beginning of the mass, the members &
of the Filipino Apostolate processed carrying . & b
candles and the image of the Child Jesus. s
Prayer cards were given to the e

- : faithful containing a prayer |
devotion to Santo Nino which was recited after the communion. The celebration was made [§
special to devotees through the Santo Nino song sung by the choir. After the final blessing, [~

the members carried the image of Sto. Nino and performed the ceremonial dance upon exit.

Filharmonix Choir

On May 25th, our Filipino Apostolate invited the Filharmonix Choir to perform a concert at our parish as a
fundraising event. They are Filipinos who found each other at Our Lady of Mercy in Jersey City in the early 90’s
having one passion, to serve God through music. The first Filharmonix Choir’s major concert was on December
11, 2011 at St. Aloysius Parish entitled “Rejoice’, raising funds for the school. They then performed in different
parishes and organizations to sing, not just liturgical songs, but also some contemporary and original Filipino
songs, mostly pro bono.

Later on, they participated in other fund
raising events, church celebrations, like the
annual Simbang Gabi at OLV Parish as well
as the Tatlong Koro Concert at the Philippine
Consulate in 2014. They also co-sponsored
anoutreach eventbythe Handang Tumulong
Foundation, Inc. for the victims of Typhoon
Pablo in the Philippines. Most recently, they
performed at the 500th Year Anniversary of
Christianity Closing Mass on May 1, 2022, at
the Sacred Heart Basilica in Newark, NJ.

With the help of their choir director, Mr.
Ronald Seludo and the support given by our
parish community, this concert event was
not only a success but it truly was a night of
music full of joy and inspiration.




The Beauty of the Eucharist

On March 9, our parish held its annual Lenten retreat. In this period of National
Eucharistic Revival, the retreat focused on “The Beauty of the Eucharist.” Consisting
of Eucharistic adoration, music, prayer, and teaching, Fr. Scott brought to life the
relevance of the Eucharist in our day-to-day life. [_ . a

INRT

Expounding upon the Eucharist as food for our souls and proof of God’s
love for us, Fr. Scott shared scriptures that inform us of God’s provision
and mercy. He explained how Christ’s life feeds our life through the
Eucharist, and how Jesus’ death on the Cross is God’s gift of mercy through
sacrifice. Fr. Scott connected how honoring the sabbath can allow us to
better receive the Eucharist, and how it is the ultimate form of restoration.
He also shared with those attending how the Eucharist can heal us-
through humble belief in Christ’s ability to heal, and not a “Will He or
won’t He” approach. Fr. Scott described how the Eucharist can provide
us with the graces we need, and can set our priorities in life. Finally, he
related the importance of the Eucharist in the lives of the saints and of
famous Catholics, such as Vince Lombardi. St. John Paul II communed
with God after receiving the Blessed Sacrament, and St. Mother Teresa of
Kolkutta espoused the life of simplicity found in St. Therese of Lisieux’s
“Little Way.” By cultivating silence, focusing on the present moment, and
receiving the Eucharist as often as we can, we will have the “surest, easiest,
and shortest” way to get to heaven.

As you can see from the topics covered, the 2024 Lenten retreat provided
much food for thought, and practical guidance for deepening our faith
and drawing nearer to Jesus.

HOLY NAME SOCIETY
PRAY » LEARN + UNITE + SERVE « IN HIS NAME

The Confraternity of the Most Holy Names of God and Jesus (Holy Name
Society) promotes reverence for the Sacred Names with obedience and loyalty
to the Catholic Church. The Society is committed to helping its members grow
in holiness through devotion to the most Holy Name of Jesus. At St. Joseph
parish through our fundraising (which include collection of rosaries for our
veterans, selling luminaries for All Souls Day, selling bricks for the Blessed
Mother grotto and many other projects) we are then able to help our Church with
donations to the food pantry, Christmas collection, Archbishop’s Annual Appeal and
other worthy causes.

John Garbella born in Vercelli Italy became Blessed John of Vercelli and was considered the patron
of the Holy Name Society that he founded in 1274. He lived from 1205 to 1283. He was a Friar,
Dominican priest and Master of the Dominican Order. He qualified at Paris as a doctor of civil and
canon law. Later he founded a convent which he governed as prior. He was austere with himself
and gentle towards others. He visited all the Dominican convents in Europe and for twenty years
labored fruitfully and attentively for the good of the whole Order. At the request of Pope Gregory X
he zealously propagated the practice of showing reverence to the name of Jesus. He was beatified by
Pope Pius X in 1903, which is the next step to becoming a Saint.

Upon joining the Holy Name Society a member takes a pledge and receives a member card with the Holy
Name Pledge. We gather the 2nd Sunday of every month at the 8:00AM Mass and then have our meeting in
the cafeteria. Any man or woman interested in joining us is welcome to attend a meeting.



